Dimitri Courant

Harvard Kennedy School dimitri_courant@hks.harvard.edu
79 John F. Kennedy Street, +1857-200-8114
Cambridge, MA 02138 https://dcourant.scholar.princeton.edu/
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Harvard University

Postdoctoral Fellow, Kennedy School of Government, 2023-present.
Princeton University

Postdoctoral research associate and Fung Global Fellow, Princeton Institute for
International and Regional Studies, 2022-2023.

Harvard University (visiting)

Democracy Predoctoral Visiting Fellow, Kennedy School, Ash Center for
Democratic Governance and Innovation, 2021-2022.

EDUCATION

Ph.D. Political Science, University of Lausanne (Switzerland) & University Paris VIII
(France), joint supervision, 2022.

M.A. Social Sciences, School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences (France, Ecole
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, EHESS), summa cum laude, 2015.

M.A. Political Science, Sciences Po Rennes (France), 2014.

BOOK PROJECT

Citizens’ Democracy. Deliberation and Representation of Randomly Selected Assemblies.

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
“Institutionalizing Deliberative Mini-Publics? Issues of Legitimacy and Power for Ran-
domly Selected Assemblies in Political Systems”, Critical Policy Studies, vol. 16(2), p. 162-
180, 2022.

o)

Co-construction’ in deliberative democracy: lessons from the French Citizens’ Conven-
tion for Climate”, Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, vol. 9, Article number:
207,2022, (with Giraudet L-G. et al.).

“Les démocraties du tirage au sort. Légitimités et modeles institutionnels en con-
flit”, Raisons Politiques, vol. 82(2), p- 13-31, 2021.

“Citizens’ Assemblies for Referendums and Constitutional Reforms: Is there an "Irish
model" for Deliberative Democracy?”, Frontiers in Political Science, vol. 2, p. 1-20, 2021.



“Des mini-publics délibératifs pour sauver le climat ? Analyses empiriques de I'’Assem-
blée citoyenne irlandaise et de la Convention citoyenne francaise”, Archives de Philoso-
phie du Droit, vol. 62, p. 485-507, 2020.

“Le tirage au sort au XXle siecle. Actualité de I'expérimentation démocratique”, Partici-
pations, vol. 23(1), p. 5-32, 2019, (with Sintomer, Y.).

“Délibération et tirage au sort au sein d’une institution permanente. Le Conseil Supé-
rieur de la Fonction Militaire”, Participations, vol. 23(1), p. 61-91, 2019.

“Du kléroterion a la cryptologie. L’acte de tirage au sort au XXle siécle, pratiques et ins-
truments”, Participations, hors-série, p. 343-372,2019.

“Pensar el sorteo. Modos de seleccion, marcos deliberativos y principios democrati-
cos”, Daimon Revista Internacional de Filosofia, vol. 72, p. 59-79, 2017.

Edited Books and Special Issues in Peer-Reviewed Journals
Deliberative Democracy and Ecological Transition. The French Citizen Convention for
Climate, New York, ISTE-Wiley, in press, (eds.), (with Reber, B.).

“Le tirage au sort au XXle siecle”, Participations, 23(1), 2019, (eds.) (with Sintomer, Y.).

Book chapters
“Comparing Deliberative Designs: Ireland and France”, in Courant, D. & Reber, B. (eds.),
Deliberative Democracy and Ecological Transition. The French Citizen Convention for
Climate, New York, Wiley, forthcoming.

“The Genesis of the Convention”, in Courant, D. & Reber, B. (eds.), Deliberative Democracy
and Ecological Transition. The French Citizen Convention for Climate, New York, Wiley,
forthcoming.

“Impartiality not found? (I)legitimacy of influences”, in Courant, D. & Reber, B. (eds.),
Deliberative Democracy and Ecological Transition. The French Citizen Convention for Cli-
mate., New York, Wiley, forthcoming, (with Baeckelandt S.).

“Sociologie des assemblées citoyennes étatiques”, in Fatin-Rouge Stefanini M., & Magnon
X. (eds.), Les assemblées citoyennes : Nouvelle utopie démocratique ?, Aix-en-Provence,
DICE Editions, p. 193-228, 2022.

“Délibérer pour sauver la planéte ? L’Assemblée citoyenne irlandaise, la Convention ci-
toyenne francaise, et la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique”, in Fourniau J.-M., Blon-
diaux L., Bourg D., & Cohendet M.-A,, (ed.), La pensée indisciplinée de la démocratie écolo-
gique, Paris, Hermann, p. 343-360, 2022.

“From kleroterion to cryptology: The act of sortition in the 21st century”, in Sintomer Y.
& Lopez-Rabatel L. (ed.), Sortition and Democracy, Imprint Academics, Exeter, p. 343-
371,2020.

“Sortition and Democratic Principles. A Comparative Analysis”, in Gastil ]. & Olin Wright
E. (eds.), Legislature by Lot, Verso, New York, p. 229-248, 2019.

“Penser le tirage au sort. Modes de sélection, cadres délibératifs et principes démocra-
tiques”, in Chollet A. & Fontaine A. (ed.), Expériences du tirage au sort en Suisse et en Eu-
rope, Berne, Bibliothek am Guisanplatz, p. 257-282, 2018.

Working papers



“Citizen’s Assemblies and the issue of impartiality. Legitimate and illegitimate influences
in the French Citizen’s Convention for Climate”, Environmental Science and Policy, under
review, (with Baeckelandt S.).

“How do Participants in a Mini-Public Perceive their own Legitimacy? Humility as a Rep-
resentative Claim in the Irish Citizens’ Assembly”, to be submitted.

"Deliberative Climate Politics. Comparative Analysis of Citizens’ Assemblies in France
and Ireland” to be submitted.

“Deliberative versus Direct Democracy. Why did the French Citizen Climate Assembly
reject a ratification by referendum?”, to be submitted, (with Giraudet L-G., & Morel L.).

“Les multiples visages du tirage au sort dans les campagnes électorales de 2017 en
France”, under revision.

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS
APSA, First Generation Scholar grant 2023
Swiss National Science Foundation, PostDoc.Mobility 2023-2025
Princeton University, Fung Global Fellowship 2022-2023
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), travel grant 2022
ECPR, 2021 Rising Star Award nomination 2021
Harvard Kennedy School, Ash Center, Democracy Visiting Fellowship 2021
Grant of the Société Académique Vaudoise, writting grant 2020
Evens Foundation, research grant 2019
SwissUniversities, research grant 2016
PRESENTATIONS

Invited talks

Trinity College, Hartford CT, 2024.
Ohio State University, 2024.

Université d’Aix-Marseille, 2020.

University of Wisconsin, Madison, 2017.

Annual Meetings
American Political Science Association (APSA), Los Angeles, 2023.

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), University of Innsbruck, 2022.
British International Studies Association (BISA), Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, 2022
Political Studies Association (PSA), Queen’s University, Belfast, 2021.

American Political Science Association (APSA), Boston, 2018.

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR), University of Hamburg, 2018.



Swiss Political Science Association, University of Geneva, 2018.

Political Studies Association (PSA), University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, 2017.

Belgian Political Science Association (ABSP), Université catholique de Louvain, 2017.
Swiss Historical Association, Université de Lausanne, 2016.

Swiss Sociological Association, Université de Lausanne, 2015.

Selected Conferences and Symposiums

Future of Europe in Debate: Insights from a Deliberative Democracy Perspective,
Diplomatische Akademie Vienna, 2022.

Participedia Partner Conference, McMaster University, 2021.

Citizens as Lawmakers: the Case of the French Convention, Yale University, 2021.
Sortition in politics: history, sociology, philosophy, Oxford University, 2021.
Localiser I'épreuve démocratique, GIS Démocratie, MSH Paris Nord, 2019.
Political Representation in Democratic Systems, University of Ziirich, 2019.

La pensée indisciplinée de la démocratie écologique, Cerisy-la-salle, 2019.
Democracy in Crisis, Athens, 2019.

Democratic Innovations in Theory & Practice, University of Ziirich, 2018.

New Participatory Spaces, University of Westminster, London, 2017.

Selected Campus Talks
Comparative Politics seminar, Department of Government, Harvard University, 2024.

International Workshop on Reimagining Democracy, Harvard University, 2023.

Fung Global Fellows 10-Year Anniversary Conference, Princeton University, 2023.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Bard College & Barnard College

Democracy Beyond Elections, short course for Civics teachers, 2023.

University of Lausanne
Participatory Democracy and Expertise, M.A. Course and Seminar, TA, 2015-2020.
European Politics, M.A. level, Postgraduate TA, 2015-2020.
European Politics, B.A. level, TA, 2015-2020.

Sciences Po Paris
Democracy in Questions, M.A. level, TA, 2014-2015.

SERVICE

Research collectives
Vice-president, related group on Democratic Innovations at APSA, 2023-present.



Co-convenor, Participatory & Deliberative Democracy section at PSA, 2023-present.
Founder and organizer, Observatory of the Climate Citizens’ Convention, 2019-present.
France representative, COST action Deliberative constitution-making, 2018-2022.

Communication manager, DemocracyNet, 2016-present.

Organizer and Chair
Organizer, seminar series Innovating Democratic Participation, Harvard, 2024.

Chair, conference Deliberative Democracy with a passion, Yale University, 2024.
Organizer and chair, panels at APSA Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, 2023.

Organizer and chair, conference When, Where, and Why might elected political elites reach
for democratic innovations?, APSA democratic innovations related group, 2023.

Organizer, conference Deliberative Climate Politics: from citizens’ assemblies to responsive
democratic systems?, Princeton University, 2022.

Organizer and chair, conference Convention Citoyenne pour le Climat : Premiers résultats de
la recherche, Sciences Po Paris, 2020.

Chair and discussant, panel at APSA Annual Meeting, Boston, 2018.
Organizer and chair, panel at ECPR General Conference, University of Hamburg, 2018.

Organizer and chair, seminar series Representation in all its States, University of Lausanne,
2017-2018.

Reviewer
Acta Politica - British Journal of Political Science - European Journal of Political Research -
International Political Science Review - Journal of Deliberative Democracy - Natures
Sciences Sociétés - Participations - Political Studies - Public Management Review.

LANGUAGES
French (native). English (fluent). German (good). Spanish (beginner).

Last updated: July 5, 2024
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